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ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS OF ARAB
LANGUAGE COMPETENCIES FOR GRADE 4
STUDENTS IN JORDAN

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of the study was to measure student
achicvement levels, at the end of 4" grade, in Arabic Language,
and to investigate disparities across education authority, student
gender and urban-rural location.

A two-stage stratified random sampling design was used to
extract a sample of 216 schools with Grade 4 classes.

The whole sample comptised (3806) pupils of which: (1946)
were males and (1860) females; (2159) studied mn urban schools
and (1647) in rural schools. (3018) studied in MOE schools, (3006)
in UNRWA schools, (102) in MOD schools and (380) mn Private
schools.

A competency based achicvement test of Arabic Language
was developed to assess student achievement on four general
competencies Reading Comprehension, Grammar, Writing and
Using Dictionary.

The data were collected during the last week of May 1998 by
MOE's team of supervisors who had undergone special training in
the standardized modalities of the test administration and data
collection operation. The test was scored and coded. Data were
entered and cleaned and analyzed using, >, t-test, and ANOVA
statistical procedures.

In reading comprchension competency. Only (5.5%) of the
sampled students reached mastery levels L3, (51%) were placed in
12, partial mastery level while, (43.5%) in the unacceptable
performance level L1.




For grammar competency (52.9%) reached the mastery level
L3; (26%) were placed in partial mastery category L2 while (21%)
of the sample could not cross the unacceptable performance
category I.1.

For writing competency (34.1%) of the students reached the
mastery  level L3; (17.9%) of the students reached the partial
mastery category L2 while (48%) of the sample could not cross the
unacceptable performance category 1.

F'or dictionary utilization (39.2%) of the students reached the
mastery level L3, and (60.8%) were in the unacceptable
performance category L1.

The findings of the study revealed that the performance of
female students was statistically significantly better than that of
their male cohort on all the four measured general competencies

of Arabic Language.

Urban-Rural compatisons indicated that urban students
scored higher than rural students on all four general competencics

did.

Education authority comparisons revealed that private school
students’ means were the highest on all the four competencies.

On Reading Comprehension and Dictionary Utilization there
were no significant differences between MOE and UNRWA but
both of them outperformed MOD.

On Grammar there was no significant difference between
MOE and MOD while UNRWA scored significantly higher than
both of them.

On Writing UNRWA did significantly better than both MOE
and MOD while MOE did significantly better than MOD.
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