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The number of dropouts was calculated for each grade and year. A special form
was developed for data recording in every school of the sample.

The school’s official records were the main source for the data. Information
about dropout individuals, their families, their schooling history, and reasons for
leaving schools was collected by 31 assistants from all educational directorates.
A detailed instrument was developed for this purpose.

The dropouts were interviewed and the information was filled in for every item.
Analysis of the data used descriptive statistics and percentages.

The results of the study were summarized as following:

1. Dropout Ratios:

a. The overall dropout ration increased from 0.69% in 1998 to 1.2% in
2001. Also, the ratios were increasing systematically from lower grades
to higher grades in every year from 1998 — 2001. For example, the ratio in
2001 increased from 0.19% for first grade to 2.5% for the tenth grade.

b. There were dropouts during the first three years of primary education.
Higher rations were found among the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades.

The dropout ratios by grade level are shown in the
_ following table for the school year of 2000/2001

Grade Level Dropout %
1" grade 0.5%
2" grade 0.4%
3 grade 0.62%
4™ prade 0.41%
5™ orade 0.72%
6" grade 0.71%
7" grade 1.1%
8™ grade 1.7%
9™ grade 2.2%
10" grade 2.5%

c. Variations in the dropout ratios were very slight among the education
directorates. Significant higher ratios were found in Zarqa, Russaifa and
Deir Allah.

2 Characteristics of Dropouts and their Families.
a. 97% of the dropouts did not suffer from any health problems.
b. 20% of the dropouts spent less than 3- years at school, 8% were less than
8 years old.
c. 20% of the dropouts were first born in their families.
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