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Achievement of Grade 4 Students in
Social Studies in Jordan

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of the study was to assess student achievement
levels in Social Studies at the end of 4t grade, and to analyze disparities
by education authority, gender and location (urban-rural).

A two stage stratified random sampling design was used to selet
the sample of 216 schools with Grade 4 classes resulting in a sample

size of 5600 students.

Of the 5600 students included in the sample, distribution by
education authority, gender and location was as follows:

o Education authority

Y (@) 4436

—  Private Schools........cccoeennen 553

— UNWA. e 462

—  MOD.oiiiiiiiie e 149
e Gender

— Male. i 2843

—  Female.. 2757

A competency based test of Social Studies was developed to
assess student achievement on the following competencies:




1-Develop a geographic frame of the earth.

2-Understands the relationship between Man Environment and
Resources. '

3- Reads and Interprets Maps.
4- Understand Systems and Institutions of Modern State.
5- Understands Historical Events.

0- Understands Geographical, Historical and Economic
Concepts.

7- Concepts of Social Responsibility and Good Utilization.
8- Understand Political Life in Arab and Islamic World.

9- Interpret pictographs.

The data were collected during the last week of May 1998 by a
team of MOE supervisors who had undergone special training on
standardized  procedures of test administration and data collection.
Data were interred cleaned and analyzed using 2 t-test, and ANOVA
statistical procedures.

The national average of student achievement on the social studics
test for the sample selected was 35.5%.

On the mastery scale only 6% of the students in the sample
reached the mastery category (L3); 50% attained the partial mastery
category (L2) where as 44% of the students in the sample were

assigned unacceptable performance category (L1).

On two of the nine general competencies (Interpret pictograph,
Understands Social Responsibility and Good Utilization), urban
students scored higher than their rural cohorts and on the other seven
general competencies there were no significant differences between the
performance of urban and rural students.

The difference between the performance of male and female
students was not significant on the competency “ Reads and Interprets



Maps”, and on the other eight general competencies female students
scored higher than male students. -

Comparisons by education authority revealed that the mcan
achievement levels of students attending private schools were higher

than the mean achievement levels of students attending other schools
(MOE, MOD, UNRWA) on eight competencies out of nine.
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