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A Comparative Study of Family Background and Grade 8
Students' Achievement in Math, Science and Arabic Language
Before and After the Implementation of
Educational Reform in Jordan

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relation between a set
of parental variables of grade 8 students and their achievement in Arabic,
Math and Science.

The results of the study indicated significant positive correlations
between academic achievement and the following variables: pre-school
education, socio-economic status, student's adjustment in school, mother's
and fathers level of education. '

Significant negative correlations were observed between academic
achievement and the following variables: total number of sons and
daughters, total number of persons living at home, and number of class
repetition. )

‘Students' achievement in Math was significantly improved after the
implementation of reform program. Nevertheless there was no
improvement in their achievement in Science. Also a significant decrease
was observed in students' achievement in Arabic.

The study recommended that more research is needed to find reasons
accounting for lack of improvement in students’ achievement in Science
and Arabic. It was also recommended to develop national programs to
enhance the level of awareness of parents about their role in educating
their sons and daughters.
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