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ABSTRACT
Evaluating Early Childhood Education in
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan: Field Study
By: Nadia Srour

This study aimed at evaluating pre-school education in Jordan. In
particular, the study investigates the percentage of children enrolled in
Kindergartens, curricula in use, teacher's performance, buildings and
equipments, status of supervision, and financial conditions.

A sample of (129) kindergartens was randomly selected out of
(1036) composing the total population of kindergartens in the country.
Seven questionnaires were designed for the purpose of the study to cover
the aspects to be investigated. ' ‘

A team of (11) field researchers who were trained on data collection

implemented the surrvey tools over a two-week period. Data gathered was
computerised and open-ended questions were treated manually.
Descreptive statistical methods were used in dealing with the data.

The results of the research revealed that the percentage of pre-school
children enrolled in kindergartens was (30%) of the children population.
The study also showed that the concept of curricula was clear in
kindergartens particularly within the concept of language skills and
awareness of numbers. The performance of K.G teachers was found to be
satisfactory if viewed within the context of conditions available i.e. low
teacher's income, teaching materials, training and physical conditions.

The findings also showed that the teacher pupil ratio in the K.Gs
studied was 1:25 in Amman and 1:27 in other districts. Most of the K.G
teachers have community college qualifications, and less than a half didn't
have training courses.

The results also indicated a low level of using stories, drama, play,
and music as teaching strategies and the evaluation instruments were
found to be in-active. As for buildings, the study showed that on average
'K.Gs had 5 rooms containing 3 classrooms with 25-27 children each, only
65% of K.Gs abided by the licence conditions and standards set by the
Ministry of Education.

The results also showed that most K.Gs were not fully supervised
because of lack of supervisors.
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