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Classroom Observation Summative Study: Student-Centered Active Teaching
and Learning (SCALT) in Jordanian Schools

Executive Summary

In 2014, the National Center for Human Resources Development (NCHRD)
in Jordan, conducted a national summative study on teachers’ usage of “Student-
Centered Active Learning and Teaching” (SCALT) methodologies in Jordanian
classrooms, and compared the findings of this study with the findings of year
2011 in which it was considered as baseline study, and it was part of the
Monitoring and Evaluation partnership project with the World Education Inc.,
(WEI), with generous support of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). The main objective of the study is to assess the changes in
teaching practices germane to the SCALT, that is implemented at the several
schools, with special focus on the projects of: Discovery Schools, ERSP Schools,
and the project of Madrsati), in addition to private schools, Ministry of Defense
schools, and UNRWA schools. The study describes the practices of teachers of
Arabic, Math, and Science subjects, in grades 5, 9 and 11, in Jordan. That is, in
order to provide a comparative analysis of the results of learning-teaching
practices and effective learning. Accordingly the focus of the current study is to
measure the change in teachers use of the SCALT methodologies between the
years 2011 and 2014. Therefore, researchers used the same sample of schools
that participated in the 2011, , which included the following characteristics of the
study population: school gender (male, female, mixed), region (north, central,
south), the supervising authority (government, private, and UNRWA), and the
location of the school (urban, rural). In addition, some other interventions were
considered in this summative study, namely; Discovery schools, and schools of
the ERSP program that participate in Madrasati initiative. In order to measure
the change in the teachers™ use of the SCALT methodologies, the same classroom
observation instrument, which was developed by the NCHRD, in collaboration
with the team of the WEL.

Findings

Overall, the current study’s findings revealed positive change in the mean
scores of teacher practices in all domains: classroom management,Student
Center Active Learning Teaching (SCALT), student assessment, and the students'
motivation. However, the proportion of the teachers who are classified as with
high performance scores in SCALT has risen from (16.2%) in 2011 to 24.3% in
2014, and this difference was statistically significant. Having said that, it is clear,
there is a positive change in teachers' practices in 2014 compared to 2011.
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The following are the main findings of the study:

1- Teachers successfully manage their classrooms, with an average grade
of (8.14) out of (10), as it is about (23.3%) of the teachers were highly successful
in the management of their classrooms. Moreover, there were statistically
significant differences between the mean scores of the teachers, that can be
attributed to the variable of teacher gender, in favor of females, and the variable
of teacher employment status (permanent, temporary), in favor of permanent
teachers. Whereas there were no significant differences that can be attributed to
school location (rural, Urban). In addition, variance in performances were
observed and can be attributed to the variables of the supervisory authority and
the nature of educational interventions; the discovery schools, madrasati schools,
and the ERSP schools, where the mean for teachers in Madrasati schools is less
than the mean of other schoolprojects, while the highest mean was for teachers
of private schools.

2- Findings revealed that (24.3%) of the teachers have high scores in
practicing the SCALT, whereas (14.7 %) of teachers were considered with low
scores in practicing the SCALT. In connection with that, there was significant
difference between the means of male and female teachers in favor of females,
also difference that can be attributed to the variable employment status
(permanent, temporary) in favor of permanent teachers, and finally difference
that can be attributed to the variable of school's location (Urban, Rural) in favor
of teachers in urban area.

3- The effects of the variables of teacher’s gender, employment status, and
participation in the INTEL courses, on the teachers’ scores on the SCALT
statistically significant. More interestingly, the gender variable was the most
explanatory variable for the variance among the scores of teachers, where female
teachers were with high implementation for the methodologies of the SCALT.

4- Findings revealed that (22.4%) of teachers were not motivating
students, while (77.6%) of them were considered moderate in motivating their
students. Relatively, there were statistically significant differences between the
teachers’ mean scores that can be attributed to the variable of gender, and in
favor of female teacher. Whereas, there were no significant differences that can
be attributed to the variables of employment status (permanent, temporary), or
the variable of school location (rural, urban). Teachers who teach Math were
more likely to motivate their students than teachers who teach Arabic and
Science. In addition, There were significant differences between the mean scores

9



of teachers holding the INTEL and their counterparts who did not get this training
course, and in favor of those who attended the course.

5- Findings revealed almost half teachers (51%) have low scores in the
domain of evaluation of students in 2014. Nonetheless, the percentage of
teachers who engage in classroom assessment raised from (5.3%) in 2011 to
12.1% in 2014. Relatively, the were statistically significant differences between
the teacher mean scores that can be attributed to the variables of; gender, in
favor of females; variable of teacher employment status (permanent, temporary)
in favor of the permanent teachers, and variable of training courses ( ICDL and
INTEL) in favor of recipients of these training courses. Whereas, there were no
any statistically significant differences that can be attributed to the variable of
school location(rural, Urban).

6- With regard to the utilization of the available information technology,
findings revealed that the ratio of the teachers Using for the available resources is
very low. Nevertheless, females still most likely use the available resources more
than their counterparts the male teachers.

7- There were statistical significant correlations between teachers’
utilization of SCALT methodologies in the classroom and the 5™ and 9™ grade
students’ NAfKE scores in Arabic, Math, and Science. Whereas, with regard to 11"
grade students, there was statistical significant correlation between teachers’
utilization of SCALT methodologies in the classroom and their students’ NAfKE
scores in Science, while it was not significant in Arabic and Math subjects.

8- Teachers mean score risen in four domains; classroom
management,Student Center Active Learning Teaching (SCALT), student
assessment, and students' motivation, respectively from (7.41) in 2011 to (8.14)
in 2014, from (12.83) in 2011 to (14.28) in 2014, from (2.36) in 2011 to (2.76) in
2014, and from (3.19) in 2011 to (5.17) in 2014.

9- The positive changes, in 2014 compared to 2011, were in the domain
of classroom management, in all schools of all supervising authorities and all
schools of the educational interventions, however, the size of these changes ratio
was not high, meanwhile it is worth noting that the most change was clear for the
teachers of discovery schools.Whreas for the SCALT domain , the greatest
changes were for teachers in discovery schools and UNRWA schools .With regard
to the domain of students' motivation, the change in 2014, was positive with
statistical significance in all schools of all supervising authorities and all schools of
the educational interventions. Finally with regard to the domain of student
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assessment, the change in 2014, was positive with statistical significance in
teachers’ mean scores, in; discovery schools, MoE schools (those excluded from
the educational initiatives/interventions), Private schools, and UNRWA schools.

10- With regard to the variation between the directorates of education in
the field, the most significant differences between the teachers’ mean scores in
the utilization of the SCALT, from 2011 to 2014, were In the Directorate of
Education of Al-Shobak followed by the Directorate of Education of Aqaba.
Whereas, the least impact of the SCALT utilization were in the Directorate of
Education of the Northern Jordan Valley, followed by the Directorate of
Education of Private Schools, and finally the Directorate of Education of Bani
Kenanah. Having said that, it is more important to indicate that there were a clear
positive changes in 2014.

Based on these findings, the study concluded with the following
recommendations:

1) Continue efforts in training teachers to apply SCALT methodologies, in order to
gradually increase the number of distinguished teachers of utilizing this teaching
approach.

2) The necessity to reduce the variations on the utilization of the SCALT, both
between and within several directorates. Therefore, it is suggested to establish
very solid supervisory plan aim at assessing teachers training needs, analyzing it
and establishing a remedial plan for those with urgent training needs to be
applied accordingly.

3) The need to continuously encourage the exchange of knowledge and
experiences between and within directorates and schools, in the utilization of
SCALT in Jordan, in particular the example of the Directorates of Education of;
Agaba and Ramtha.

4) There is a need for in-depth study to shed further insights in the reasons for the
superiority of the female teachers, and the superiority of teachers in the:
discovery schools and of the UNRWA schools, in the utilization of the SCALT
methodologies.
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